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Qupé also made a standout Roussanne, the 2011 Roussanne “Hillside Estate” Bien Nacido

Vineyard, rich and lively, with pear, spice, and a touch of vanilla and honey on the nose.

Winemaker Bob Lindquist is one of the original Rhône Rangers, specializing in making some of the

best Syrahs in California for over 30 years. Qupé poured a couple of big Syrahs that packed the

wow factor, cool climate Central Coast wines that are distinctive and age-worthy. The 2010 Qupé

Syrah “Hillside Estate” Bien Nacido Vineyard Santa Maria Valley is bold and full-bodied, with

dark fruit, grilled meat, pepper, and black olive tapenade aromas and flavors, a well balanced wine

with good acidity. The 2011 Qupé Syrah “X Block” Bien Nacido Vineyard, 30th Anniversary, Santa

Maria Valley is complex, rich, and savory, with dark berry fruit, grilled meat, dried herbs and spice,

simply a stunning Syrah!

Highly renowned Ridge Vineyards poured a very good 2013 Buchignani Ranch Carignane, with

cherry and plum fruit, herb, and olive aromas, a medium weight wine that is bright and refreshing,

Qupé showed off what Syrah can be with the 2010 Hillside Estate Syrah and the 2011 X Block Syrah from the

legendary Bien Nacido Vineyard in Santa Maria Valley.
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with a note of cocoa and fig on the palate. Carignane

has fallen out of favor worldwide, even though it is

widely planted, because it’s tendency to produce large

crops has made nondescript wines on its own, and is

more useful as a blending grape. But if winemakers

restrict the growth, and use old vine Carignane,

something special can be made, like the Ridge

Carignane, with its bright red fruit, spice, and gamey

edge. The Lytton Estate Syrah Dry Creek Valley is

another excellent Ridge wine, elegant and full bodied,

with boysenberry and blueberry fruit, violet, fennel, and

white pepper aromas, a meaty-gaminess that fills out the long deep finish.

Michael David Winery of Lodi poured several wines with a depth of flavor, at an incredible price

point. Lodi was named the 2015 Wine Region of the Year by Wine Enthusiast, with good reason. A

diverse number of varietals are grown, about 100 different grapes call Lodi home. Distinctive wines

are produced, everything from crisp citrusy whites to full spicy reds, and offered at very affordable

prices, most selling for under $25. Of note, the 2013 “6th Sense” Syrah is savory, with blackberry

and boysenberry fruit, spice, and chocolate and tobacco notes on a long finish. The 2014 Ancient

Vine Cinsault is smooth and elegant, a medium-bodied wine with red berry fruit, spice, and

balanced acidity, the expressive fruit reflecting the 129-year-old Bechthold vineyard. Cinsault,

usually a blending grape, is spectacular in this Michael David wine, complex in its juicy fruit,

mineral backbone, and spice tinged finish.

Craig Camp of Cornerstone Cellars poured a very nice rosé and two intriguing Syrahs. The sexy

2014 Cornerstone Corallina Syrah Rosé is lively and delicious, with ripe red berry, spice, and

candied flowers, a rosé of distinction! The Black Label Syrah Napa Valley is a limited production

wine, full bodied and textured, rich and expressive in its complex array of dark fruit, floral, herbal

and smoked meats palate. The White Label Grigsby Vineyard Syrah from Yountville is a step

above, a single vineyard expression, dense and delicious. These Syrahs reflect the vintage year,

and will vary accordingly, because as Craig says, “You never make the same wine twice, it’s a

natural expression”. Cornerstone Cellars sources the finest vineyards for their wines, as evidenced

with their Black Label Syrah, the Atlas Peak mountain fruit infuses the wine with an intensity and

purity of flavor, and a mineral backbone, woven into a complex tapestry of exotic spice, floral

notes, dried herbs, and earth.

These are just a few of the highlights of the 2015 Rhône Rangers LA wine tasting, and reflect

changing wine trends, with consumers willing to try New World wines descended from Old World

grapes, a California spin on the vibrant and fascinating wines of France’s Rhône Valley. And while

straight Syrah is not as plentiful as it once was, don’t count Syrah out yet. Fragrant and savory,

more producers are discovering how to coax complexity from Syrah, the ultimate Rhône grape,

and craft beautifully balanced wines, especially from the cool climate regions of California.
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